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• Is the backbone for all projects based on the 
generation and use of geo-referenced data 

 
• Provides the reference coordinates for the 

development of practical applications: engineering 
projects, digital administration of geographical data, 
spatial data infrastructures, etc.  

 
• Is the platform for a wide range of scientific 

applications: monitoring of the global change 

 
• But, mainly, the SIRGAS is a strong, friendly and 

rigurous cooperation network that operates across 
the Americas and provides the spatial reference for 
everyone  
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SIRGAS participated in the Global geodetic 
survey: UN – IAG (GGOS).  

 

The most of the Members recognized the 
economical importance of GGRF for 
decision-making processes. 

 

Draft UN Resolution on GGRF was 
discussed and comments were sent to 
GGRF WG. 

 

The tasks, commitments and news of GGRF 
are disseminated to the SIRGAS member 
countries. 
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In order to ensure and encourage 
the support of the region to the 
final Resolution, SIRGAS 
elaborated an instruction sheet 
that was sent to the national 
delegates. 

 

For the Americas and the 
Caribbean, the signatory 
countries are: 

Argentina 
Brazil 
Canada 
Jamaica 
Mexico 
United States of America 
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MEXICO: 
“Mexico welcomes the first UN Resolution on a 
Global Geodetic Reference Frame (GGRF), key in 
monitoring earth dynamics. 
For a dynamic territory like Mexico, an accurate 
GGRF is key in monitoring seismic activity, 
disasters, sea level and population changes,” 
says Dr. Eduardo Sojo, co-chair UN-GGIM.  

BRAZIL 
“Brazil welcomes the UN resolution on a 
Global Geodetic Reference Frame, as it 
supports composing the very basic layer of 
any Spatial Data Infrastructure. Geodesy most 
of the time being not visible to citizens, plays 
an important and crucial role in the country 
infrastructure,” says Dr. Luiz Paulo Fortes at 
IBGE, Brazil. 
 

Ambassador Peter Thomson, Fiji’s permanent representative to 
the United Nations, presents to the General Assembly the 
resolution titled, “A global geodetic reference frame for 
sustainable development.” – 
http://www.xyht.com/surveying/a-global-geodetic-roadmap/ 
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To promote the dissemination and 
adoption of the GGRF Resolution. 

 

To strength the SIRGAS activities 
under the umbrella of Un-GGIM 
and GGRF-WG.  

 

To keep and improve the national 
geodetic frameworks. 

 

To promote the social knowledge 
on the importance of geodetic 
reference frames 
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SIRGAS countries completed the global questionnaire sent to 
Member States for the purpose of gathering opinions on the 
key elements of the global geodetic reference frame and its 
sustainability. 

 

North America (2); South America (7); Caribbean (8) 

 

Based on the results of this survey GGRF is defining its 
roadmap and SIRGAS will be part of it. 
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Thank you, very much 
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