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Electricity is coming from the wall... 

Nobody is inquiring how it is coming in, but everyone is using it.

Is there maybe an analogy with Geodesy? Many people are using 

geodetic products without knowing that Geodesy exists. 



Motivation

 The generation and utilisation of geodetic and geophysical information are 

essential for the development and sustainability of any country. However, this 

is not well-known outside Geodesy and Geophysics.

 The UN Resolution on the Global Geodetic Reference Frame (GGRF) for 

Sustainable Development released in February 2015 opens a wide range of 

opportunities to capture the attention of policy makers (at the political level) in 

geodetic and geophysical matters. 

 If decision makers understand the value of investing in geodetic and 

geophysical infrastructure (observation stations, education and capacity 

building, analysis centres, data availability, etc.), they will prioritise 

investments in these disciplines, and science and society will benefit.

 It is desirable that geodesists and geophysicist improve their “political” skills to 

communicate the importance of their disciplines and to promote the 

investment in those issues they need to advance Geodesy and Geophysics in 

their countries/regions.



Motivation

 Latin America represents a very interesting “case of study“. The progress in 

geodetic matters under the umbrella of SIRGAS during the last 25 years is 

incontrovertible, but the sparseness of infrastructure, technical expertise, and 

scientific competence and skills is still evident.

 The main idea of the workshop is to bring together

− Politics (UN-GGIM, UN-GGIM Subcommittee on Geodesy, GEO, UNOOSA-ICG)

− International organisations promoting science (ICS, IUGG, IAG, IASPEI, FIG, 

PAIGH)

− The highest level of expertise in Geodesy worldwide (IAG, IAG Services, GGOS) 

and

− Regional experts in Geodesy (SIRGAS, gravity field modelling, geodetic 

observatories)

to identify/design strategies that allow the Latin American agencies 

responsible for the geodesy of reference to approach policy makers for 

getting support to improve the geodetic infrastructure in their countries.



Supporting entities: travel awards

 Project „Implementation of the 

United Nations’ Resolution on 

the Global Geodetic Reference 

Frame (UN-GGRF) for 

Sustainable Development in 

Latin America“

 15,000 USD → 28 travel awards 

for colleagues from 14 Latin 

American countries



Supporting entities: travel awards

 Six flight tickets (Colombia, 

Peru, Chile, Brazil, Costa 

Rica, Ecuador)

International Committee on Global 

Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG) of the 

United Nations Office for Outer Space 

Affairs (UNOOSA)



Supporting entities: local organisation



Supporting entities: local sponsors



Supporting entities: international organisations



Supporting entities: IAG Services



Supporting entities: Speakers‘ affiliation




